
7TH AND 8TH GRADE SUMMER READING 

DUE ON THE FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL YEAR 

Dear 7th and 8th Grade Students and their Parents, 

Attached is the summer reading assignment previously discussed on Step Up Day.  This 
program is designed to expand the reading capabilities of our students.  We believe 
that this is an important step in providing a high quality education for you, as academic 
success depends upon solid reading skills.  Performance in the secondary classroom, on 
College Board tests, and during the college years relates directly to a student’s reading 
habits.   

Some notes about summer reading at the Middle School level (grades 7-8): 

1. Abridged versions are not acceptable. 

2. After reading the books, students should complete the projects appropriate for their 
grade level. 

3. These projects, which are explained on the next page, are due on the first day of 
school.  Ten points will be deducted for each day it’s late.  They may NOT be turned 
in to the school office during the summer. 

4. The projects are worth a project grade for the first quarter. 

In closing, please remember that the Summer Reading Program is required.  This is a 
minimum requirement, however we certainly encourage you to read as much as 
possible throughout the summer months. 

We wish you all a wonderful summer! 

In Christ’s love, 
Mr. Hagerstrom 



7th and 8th Grade Summer Reading Program 
Choose any two books that: 
A. Parents approve 
B. Mr. Hagerstrom checks ahead of time for: 
• Reading level 
• Length 

• Appropriateness 
• Literary value 

Book titles should be e-mailed to Mr. Hagerstrom for approval at rhagerstrom@windhamchristian.org. 
Remember:  Unabridged versions only. 

Summer Reading Program – Middle School Criteria 
7th Grade 
To receive credit for having read the books, students will need to compare and contrast the books to 
each other in light of the following key elements of literature: 
• Characters 
• Setting 
• Plot 

This can be presented in one of the following ways: 
• Written report (two pages) 
• Slide show 
• Power Point presentation 
• Three panel display 

• Web page 
• Artwork of any kind 
• Or any project pre-approved by the Middle 

School staff 

Grading: 
• 25 points for each of the three areas of literature thoroughly addressed (75 points) 
• 15 points for organization/neatness 
• 10 points for originality of project and/or grammar in report 

8th Grade 
To receive credit for having read the books, students will need to compare and contrast the books in 
light of these four key elements of literature:   
• Characterization 
• Setting 
• Plot 
• Theme 

This can be presented in one of the following ways: 
• Written report (two pages) 
• Slide show 
• Power Point presentation 
• Three panel display 

• Web page 
• Artwork of any kind 
• Or any project pre-approved by the Middle 

School staff 

Grading: 
• 20 points for each element of literature thoroughly addressed (80 points) 
• 10 points for organization/neatness 
• 10 points for originality of project and/or grammar in report


